As the worldwide burden of chronic disease continues to rise, disease prevention and health promotion become increasingly important components of public health. Although many complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) practices have emphasized health promotion and the area of CAM health care holds much opportunity and challenge for issues of public health, CAM research to date has been dominated by more clinically restrictive issues [1, 2] . However, CAM practitioners can constitute a public health resource to increase the population's access to certain clinical preventive services if integrated into mainstream public health practice. As part of this integration of CAM practices, it is important to investigate methods of effective interprofessional collaboration involving both CAM and mainstream professions. It is also essential to identify issues that might be challenging to integration from the perspective of both mainstream and CAM providers such as professional biases on both sides, differences in perception of health and disease, common language, and adherence to evidence-based principles.
This special issue includes original research papers and systematic reviews investigating the issues related to CAM practices in the public health arena as well as outcomes of CAM treatment for chronic disease prevention and/or management (tertiary prevention).
There are 14 articles in this issue, from six countries and on a wide variety of topics. The topics addressed are almost equally divided between treatment of specific conditions of public health importance and disease prevention through risk factor reduction. A smaller number of articles address issues related to traditional medicine use among the general public. These articles tended to focus more on single herbal or other traditional preparations or procedures for both treatment and prevention, with very little emphasis on health behaviour, which is typically a cornerstone of public health programs. Behaviours related to diet, physical activity, and stress reduction are known to be increasingly important factors in determining the health of the public and are also areas of importance and emphasis for many CAM practitioners. It is necessary for CAM professions to become visible in this arena and for CAM research to extend into this direction rather than focusing narrowly on specific therapies if these efforts are to be recognized and utilized for the benefit of populations.
